
Groundhog was right!!! 
With more snow hitting the area last week, and more scheduled for the 
beginning of the month, our rides (for most of you at least) will contin-
ued to be kept in storage.  This means that seeing Corvettes enjoying 
the open road during these months are increasingly rare.  Believe it or 
not, on my way to Vermont in Mid-February, I saw a couple C6’s out 
enjoying the windy weather that day between Newark, NJ and New 
York City.  Obviously, they were not in the cleanest condition, but it 
didn’t stop me from envying them as they quickly sped away from me.  
For those of us who enjoy driving our Corvettes all year long, I believe 
it is well worth the extra effort of more frequent washes in order to en-
joy our rides all year long.  That being said, warm weather can get 
here soon so we all can enjoy driving our Corvettes and waving at 
those we see on 
the road doing the 
same thing.  Until 
then, may we all 
have dreams of 
warmer weather 
and the sights of 
all those shiny Cor-
vettes that such 
weather brings out.   
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Page 2 March 2015 A Message from the President 

Kirby 

Dear Fellow Corvette Club Members, 
 
I began last month's letter talking about snow and here we go again! Marcie and I 
have lived in Richmond 10 years and we have never had this much snow on the 
ground for this length of time! Snow be gone, Spring come on! 
 
But we have other things to talk about besides the weather! Our March membership 
meeting will be held Friday, March 13 on the West End at 7:30 PM. I am sorry that 
Marcie and I will not be with you as we are going somewhere warmer! However you 
will be in good hands with our Vice President Rick Franklin running the show! Thanks 
Rick! The after meeting party will be held at Padow's Deli. Pizza, salad and soft drinks 
will be served for $15/couple, $8/single. Sidney Padow has a new seating plan for 
larger groups that should make things more comfortable! Please join us! 
 
On Saturday, March 28 will be the 19th Annual Bunny run OD'd by Cecile and Ed Custer. Please come on 
out and bring bunnies for the children at the hospital. Since it is the 19th annual Bunny Run, Cecile has a 
goal of 1900 bunnies, so please help her achieve this goal! The group will meet for BBQ after the Bunny 
Run! You can sign up for this event on the CCR web site. 
 
We have several activities in April. The Beachcombers Corvette Club is hosting their show Saturday, April 4, 
9AM to 3 PM in Virginia Beach. I am thinking about taking a ride over there and would welcome anyone who 
would like to caravan with me. We will meet on the east side of Richmond at the New Kent Welcome Center 
on I-64 just East of exit 211 at 8 AM and depart by 8:15. It should take us less than two hours to the show 
location from here. Please email me at President@CorvetteClubOfRichmond.com if you wish to join me. Pre
-registration is $20 and day of show is $25. You will find the show flyer and registration form on our web site. 
 
A brand new show, the All American Muscle Car Celebration is being held at New Kent Winery on Saturday, 
April 11. This event is being organized by the New Kent Rotary Club with major assistance form our own 
CCR New Kent Contingent members! Please come on out and support this show! 
 
One of my favorite events is coming up on Saturday, April 18, the Cruise to Captain Billy's OD'd by Lori and 
Dave Dolan. Alas, Marcie and I will be attending a wedding, but don't you miss it! You can sign up for this 
event on the CCR web site. 
 
Rounding out April is the RIR Corral OD'd by Donna and Bubba Carr. Enjoy the NASCAR race at Richmond 
International Raceway with a warm up party with your fellow CCR members. You can sign up for this event 
on the CCR web site. 
 
I am stretching out to May because one of our good Sponsors, ZIP Corvette is hosting their FREE cruise in 
on Saturday, May 2 beginning at10 AM. Come and support our sponsor and enjoy the camaraderie and hot 
dogs! You can register for this event on the CCR web site. 
 
Finally, don't forget our annual Corvette Roundup show is Saturday, June 6 at Ironbridge Sports Park, and 
the CCR Christmas Dinner Dance will be held Saturday evening December 5th at Meadowbrook Country 
Club. I hope you will plan to attend both of these events! The flyer and registration form for this 
year's Roundup is on our web site. 
 
Say goodbye to snow, and save the wave! 
 
Your CCR buddy, 
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Note from the Editor 

As we move into the new year, please be mindful of deadlines we must meet in order to keep the 
distribution of the newsletter running smoothly.  Please make sure all articles, event recaps, and 
any other information is sent to the Newsletter Editor by the 25th of each month.   
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March 
Glenn Hayden  3/1 

Nicholas Sheffield  3/4 

Bill Butler   3/5 

Pamela Dolan  3/5 

Karen Dubosky  3/6 

Gregory Lucyk  3/6 

Richard Bozard  3/8 

Nadine Madison  3/9 

John Marshal  3/9 

Robert Stevens  3/9 

Helen Raidabaugh  3/10 

Bill Coada   3/13 

Lester Ramsdell  3/13 

Barry Roper   3/13 

LeAnn Binger  3/14 

Dan Raidabaugh  3/14 

Michael Bailey  3/15 

Vicki Fetzer   3/15 

Gary Hall   3/15 

Karin Gregor   3/17 

Bill Tomlinson  3/17 

Ed Custer   3/19 

Tom Watkins   3/19 

Jeremy Welborn  3/20 

Sheri Marshall  3/21 

John Robinson  3/21 

Kraig Cummings  3/22 

Linda Van Eckoute  3/22 

Bob Clifton   3/24 

Stepjen Chewning  3/25 

Jeff Denson   3/27 

Tim Glass   3/27 

Bobbie Vayo   3/29 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those members celebrating birthdays this 
month. May there be a shiny, new surprise in your driveway!  
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Friday, Mar. 13 Membership Meeting (West End) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: Padow’s Deli 

Saturday, Mar. 28 Bunny Run Cecile & Ed 

     Custer 

Saturday, Apr. 4 Vetts at the Beach Kirby  

       Montgomery 

Friday, Apr. 10 Membership Meeting (West End) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: TBA 

Saturday, Apr. 11 All-American Muscle Car Celebration Mel Belcher 

Saturday, Apr. 18 Captain Billy’s Dolans 

Saturday, Apr. 25 RIR Corral Bubba Carr 

Saturday, May 2 Zip Corvette Open House Ray Wells 

Friday, May 8 Membership Meeting (South Side) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: TBD 

Saturday, June 6 CCR Round-up Kirby Montgomery 

Sunday, June 7 Ride For Kids Barrie Deis 

Friday, June 12 Membership Meeting (South Side) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: Todd’s 

Saturday, June 13 Wedding Celebration Cook Out Brandon Kindall 

Saturday, June 20 Progressive Dinner New Kent Cont. 

Friday, July 10 Membership Meeting (West End) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: Montgomery’s 

Friday, Aug. 14 Membership Meeting (West End) - 7:30pm 

 After Meeting Party: Starr’s 

Friday, Aug. 28-30 Corvettes at Carlisle Dolans 

 

 



March General Membership Meeting 
 

Friday, March 13th at our West End Location 

 Our next General Membership Meeting will take place on Friday, 

March 13th, at 7:30 PM at the Markel Corporation Building in Innsbrook,  4521 Highwoods Parkway, 
Glen Allen, Virginia 23060. There is plenty of parking available. So come early to visit in the parking 
lot with other members! 

Meeting Directions (West End) 

 From I-295, take exit 51B for Nuckols Road South.  

 From Nuckols Road, turn right at the first traffic light onto Sadler Road.  

 Take the next left turn onto Sadler Place.  

 Take an immediate right onto Highwoods Parkway.  

 Take the first left into the parking lot (you will see the "Markel" sign).  

 The Markel Building will be directly in front of you. Enter under the carport on the right side 
of the building as you face it 

 

After Meeting Party, Friday, March 13th 

Come join us at Padow’s Deli for pizza, salad, soft drinks, tea, and coffee for $15 per couple and $8 
per single. 

 

Padow’s Hams & Deli 

Glen Allen in Richmond's West End; 4120 Cox Rd #C 
Beside Hondos and Cartridge World In Innsbrook  
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FEBRUARY MEETING’S BIG WINNERS 
CONGRATUALATIONS!!!!! 

$5 Handshake—Bill Tresler  

50/50 Winner—Norman Hayes 

 

Dinner Ticket—Bubba Car 
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Adolph Vasquez 



Gayle Murman, Peggy Maloy, Janie Hughes, and Val Miser ODs 

On February 15, 2015, fifty- seven club members kept the love alive as they gathered at Meadow-

brook Country Club for the annual CCR Valentine Brunch.    Guests enjoyed bottomless cham-

pagne and a variety of breakfast and lunch selections.  A sumptuous dessert buffet provided an ap-

propriately indulgent end to the meal.  Following the meal, door prizes were awarded and a bracelet 

favor was presented to each lady in attendance.  We’d like to express our sincere appreciation to 

Kathy Franklin and Linda Walker for their contributions to the door prizes for this event.  We’d also 

like to thank everyone who came out in the absolutely arctic weather to join us.  We hope that you 

went home with a warm feeling in your heart and in 

your stomach! 
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Event Recap Valentine’s Day Brunch 
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ODs – Cecile & Ed Custer 
Saturday March 28,2015 
 
CCR members will be welcoming spring with our 19th Annual Bunny Run delivering plush bunnies to 
the patients at the Children’s Hospital of Richmond. This is our version of a teddy bear run, only bet-
ter!! Again this year, CCR is inviting ALL Corvette owners to join us for this fun and extremely re-
warding event. The only requirements for participation are that you drive a Corvette and bring 1 or 
more plush snuggly bunnies. All bunnies need to be new and in individual plastic bags. (Grocery 
produce bags work well and most stores will let you have them for free.) 
 
We will meet at 12:15PM at Smith Turf & Irrigation located at 2201 Dabney Road (23230). (Behind 
the Sears Appliance Outlet) We will depart for Children’s’ Hospital at 12:45PM. We will enter 
through the Hospital’s Brook Road entrance and park along the side of the building until all of the 
children are in place and ready for our arrival. Once everyone is ready, our parade of spectacular 
Vettes will proceed and unload the bunnies.  After unloading we will visit with the children, parents & 
staff and enjoy refreshments. This is a rain or shine event although it doesn’t dare rain until we have 
finished unloading our special cargo. Participants are invited to accompany us to lunch afterward 
around 2-2:30PM at Mission BBQ at Glenside & Broad (5440 Glenside Drive, 23228) 
 
Know any Corvette owners who have not yet joined CCR? The Bunny Run is open to any and all 
Corvettes as we want as many as possible for a great parade of Vettes for the kids. This event is a 
great event to introduce them to CCR and our wonderful members.  
 
Wondering where the all of the bunnies come from? Many seasoned CCR bunny wranglers already 
stocked up during last year’s after Easter sales.  Others of us will be hitting up everyone we know to 
donate bunnies in addition to the ones we buy. Fliers that you can post or distribute in order to col-
lect bunnies from friends, family and co-workers will be available at the February meeting and on the 
CCR website.  
 
If you can’t make the Bunny Run you can bring your bunnies to the February and March meetings. 
Contact CCR’s chief bunny wrangler, Cecile Custer via e-mail at: ccrbunnyrun2015@yahoo.com or 
phone at (804) 338-8362 with questions or to make other arrangements to contribute bunnies. 
 

Hop to it and start gathering new stuffed bunnies from every 
one you know, don your bunny ears and join us on March 

28th so we can make this our biggest & best Bunny Run yet.! 
                                                                              

             (l) (l) 

=(     )= 

 (      ) 

* 

Upcoming Event CCR 19th Annual Bunny 
Run  
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BUNNIES NEEDED 
 

The Corvette Club of Richmond is sponsoring their 

19th Annual Bunny Run for Children’s Hospital 

on Saturday, March 28, 2015 

Parade of Corvettes at 1:15PM 

 
Each spring the Corvette Club of Richmond collects stuffed bunnies for patients at Children’s Hospital. The bunnies 
are delivered in style as a parade of beautiful Corvettes arrives at the front entrance of Children’s Hospital. The goal is 
for every child who receives services at the hospital throughout the year to have their own bunny to help them 
through their treatment. Help us put smiles on their faces with a cuddly friend. The public is invited to enjoy the pa-
rade. 

 

 

 

You can help by donating new plush bunnies of any size. They need to be in a plastic bag. For addition-
al information or to make a donation contact CCR member ________________________________ at 
__________________________ 

 

The children and the Corvette Club of Richmond thank you for your support.   
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Vetts at the Beach 
OD—Kirby Montgomery 

Upcoming Event 
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All-American  Muscle 
Car Celebration 

Upcoming Event 
April 11, 2015 

Show & Wine Festival – New Kent Winery – 11AM-4PM 
Presented by: The Rotary Club of New Kent 

Sponsored by: 

Progressive Engineering & Progressive Heat Treating 

ZAI Zimmerman Associates, Inc 

Net Proceeds benefit: ‘The Families of the Wounded Fund’  

This fund supports the families of wounded veterans with traumatic injuries at Hunter Holms 
McGuire VA Medical Center.  The Families of the Wounded Fund directs 100% of the donations to as-

sist these families who come from across the nation to help their loved ones heal. 

Vehicle Registration 
$25 if preregistered by March 31, 2015 – $35 after March 31, 2015 and at the gate 

Registration fee includes one parking space in show, two show admission tickets and a gift bag 
1st, 2nd, & 3rd place trophies will be awarded in multiple Classic & Contemporary 

Ford, GM, MOPAR, Corvette, Mustang, Sports, Custom & Street Rod Classes 
 

Step 1 – Complete Form  

Name (print)             

Street Address            

City         State  Zip   

Phone    Email          

Year  Make    Model    Color    

Body Style     Engine Cubic Inches   Horsepower   

Modifications             

Car Club Affiliation(s)            

Step 2 Read this Disclaimer, Sign & Date Form and Mail with Payment 
I understand and agree that the All American Muscle Car Celebration, the Rotary Club of New Kent, 
New Kent Winery, Show Sponsors and all those involved with the show cannot be held responsible for 
injury, loss, theft, or damages occurring to me, my guest or vehicle, before, during, or after the show.  I 
also agree to permit those named above to use photographs and or video of me, my guest and my vehi-
cle taken in connection with the event, for future publicity, advertising or commercial purposes. 

 
Signature        Date     $25 Pre-
registration Postmark Deadline: March 31, 2015 – $35 after March 31st Postmark and at Gate 

Mail with payment to: Rotary Club of New Kent, P O Box 394, Providence Forge, VA 23140 
Register online: www.musclecarcelebration.com  
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15th Annual CCR Crab 
Cruise 

Upcoming Event 
OD—Dave & Lori Dolan 

As I write this article, the temperature is in the 
teens and snow is in the forecast.  Brrrrr!  But 
by the time this event rolls around, Spring will 
have sprung and azaleas and dogwoods will 
be dotting the scenery as we make our way to 
Capt. Billy's in Popes Creek Maryland.    

 
DETAILS:  We’ll meet at 1 pm behind the Burger King at Atlee Station Road & Chamberlayne 

Road (Route 301).  We’ll take roll, sell some 50/50 tickets, have a brief drivers’ meeting and depart 

at 1:15.  Since this is a rain or shine event, if the weather is bad or you’re bringing guests, feel free 

to drive your OTC (Other Than Corvette). OTCs are fine…they just have to be at the back of our 

caravan!!  Don’t forget your nametags and, if you’ve got a Club Radio, bring it. 

 

This is a really easy caravan—no white knuckle driving here—and  whether you’re looking out your 

side windows at the gorgeous spring scenery or looking at the row of Vettes in front of and behind 

you—your view will be fabulous!  Like last year, we will drive straight through and won't stop for a 

break at Hornes.  The drive will take about an hour and 15 minutes, so I think our bladders will hold.  

On our way home we'll stop at Hornes for some ice cream and I'll check out their merchandise. 

 

I will make a reservation for 60, but in case our group is bigger, I’ll need to let them know so that 

they can have enough wait staff for us.  So, if you’re free and interested, please sign up for this 

event.  We have 3 ways for you to do that:  (1) sign the Events Book at the April meeting, (2) sign 

up on CCR’s website, or (3) call me (H - 346-5266 or C – 640-9338). 
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 Upcoming Event 
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 Upcoming Event continued 
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Ride for Kids 
OD—Barrie Deis 

Upcoming Event 



Attention CCR members!  Get your game on!  June 20 will be the 5th annual Progressive Dinner 
hosted by “the New Kent Contingent.”  This year is the All American Sports  Progressive Tailgating 
Dinner, so dress up in your favorite team’s colors and logos, or just good ol’ red, white, and blue.  
The festivities will start around 11:00 am (meeting point TBD) and end around 7:00 pm-ish…..The 
cost is the same as last year, $25.00 a person, or $50.00 a couple.  All food and beverage is in-
cluded.   The deadline for signing up is Friday, June 5.   

Please make checks payable to Mary Belcher and mail to:     
8050 Vineyards Parkway 
New Kent, VA  23124 
 

Optional Activity:  Instead of a poker run we will have a sports “jeopardy” game.  The entry fee is 
$10.00 a person.  There will be various sports categories.  At each of the 5 stops, each entrant will 
choose a category and how many points they are willing to risk.  A correct answer wins the points.  
Incorrect answers will have the points deducted.  At the final stop there will be a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place winner, (based on total points) to split the pot. 
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Progressive Dinner Upcoming Event 
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Corvettes at Carlisle 
by Lori Dolan  Upcoming Event 

2015 Corvettes at Carlisle will run August 28-30, 2014.  Not familiar with this event?  Well then, 
their website will give you ALL the info you could possibly want.  Check it out!  Register online 
(http://www.carlisleevents.com/carlisle-events/corvettes-at-carlisle/) or call 717-243-7855 today!     

 

Dave and I are driving up Friday morning August 28 and if you would like to join our caravan, meet 
us in the River City Diner parking lot at Parham Road and Route 1, just off I-95.  We will meet at 
8:00 and depart at 8:15 a.m.  If you need to reach this caravan en route, call Dave at (804) 640-
9338.  

 
Again this year we’re staying close to Carlisle—at the Howard Johnsons 
(1245 Harrisburg Pike, Carlisle PA 17013 - 717/243-5411).  We've never 
stayed here and aren't sure what to expect given the age of the place!  But, 
the location is great and getting to the fairgrounds will be a snap!  Hotels fill 
up quickly, so if you are heading to Carlisle in August, you'd better find a 
hotel soon. 

 
One of the highlights of Corvettes at Carlisle is the Saturday evening parade.  Hundreds of Cor-
vettes make their way from the fairgrounds to downtown and then park in the middle of the street 
so the crowds can check out all the beautiful Vettes.  You can stay with your car or hit the many 
downtown shops, restaurants and bars.  We’ve been to Carlisle many times, but last year was the 
first year that Dave and I participated in this parade.  We've been in a lot of parades, but this had 
the biggest turnout I had ever seen!  You can view the parade for yourself on line.  I keyed in Cor-
vettes at Carlisle 2014 Parade and found 2 Utube versions.  We’re seen at about 6 minutes 30 
seconds in one and then the 2nd video we’re about 6 min 40 secs.  That's us in our yellow converti-
ble below.   

 

Note that PA 7-11s and grocery stores do not sell beer, so plan to bring what you’ll want for the 
weekend or else you have to get it from a distributor. When you pack, remember your nametags, 
CCR windshield decal, Club apparel and Club radios.  

 



Watch How GM Builds its Most Powerful Corve e 
Engine By Zach Doell  
 
In evolutionary terms, the latest C7 Corvette is the best of its breed – faster, more powerful, and ar-
guably better looking than a number of its forefathers. Understandably, the whirring bits underneath 
the hood have a good deal to do with that, perhaps none more so than the LT4 V8 stuffed inside the 
raucous 2015 Corvette Z06.  

The numbers frankly speak for themselves. The supercharged 6.2-liter V8 summons up an even 650 
horsepower and 650 lb-ft of torque, turning the Z06 into General Motors’ most powerful production 
car…in the world. The guys at Speed Academy wanted to see just what it takes to craft that high-
powered mill, so they hightailed it to GM’s Tonawanda Engine Plant in Buffalo, New York. Take a 
look. 
 
http://youtu.be/bLtZNtvc1Aw 
 
 
The good folks of Tonawanda still hand assemble many of the engine’s key components, including 
the fitting of the pistons, rods, and crankshafts. Robots are recruited to handle much of the intensely 
detailed machining, and even measure the crankshaft polishing procedure to within eight microns – 
about the width of a human red blood cell. 

It’s truly an astonishingly fastidious process. Not hardcore enough to get a Corvette Z06? Don’t wor-
ry, you can still enjoy the LT4 V8 engine underneath the 2016 Cadillac CTS-V as well. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
https://autos.yahoo.com/news/watch-gm-builds-most-powerful-corvette-engine-003048260.html 

                   in the news 
Page 20 March 2015 



Page 21 March 2015 

REVS & RUMBLES @  

By Barry Roper, NCM Ambassador/Lifetime Member 

 

As we while away the winter doldrums and endure the ravages of the 

season's wrath, a majority of our Corvette treasures sit silently awaiting a glimpse of enduring warm 

weather and non-snowy byways.  But what can we CCR members do to avoid the recurring symp-

toms of that treatable but incurable disease known in medical circles as fiberglass fever?  That's a 

good question and I appreciate your asking.   

The National Corvette Museum runs a year round operation far beyond 

simply maintaining those drool inspiring vehicles and the displays that 

house them.  As a non-profit organization receiving no direct financial sup-

port from GM or other entities, the NCM's continued existence depends on 

its ability to generate sources of monies primarily from services and prod-

ucts purchased by admirers who perceive value while also receiving tax-

deductions from these contributions. 

So, while awaiting a change in the weather, consider visiting the NCM web site 

[corvettemuseum.org] and scrutinize your choices of goods or services that will create revenue for 

the Gateway to All Things Corvette + allow your expenditure to be tax deductable + add your pur-

chase as a donation credited each year to CCR.  An easy item is a purchase of some form of mem-

bership in the NCM (Individual $50, Family $100, Senior $500, Lifetime $1500).  Former CCR 

Newsletter Editor Jeremy Welborn now resides in Oklahoma but purchased a 

Lifetime Membership in 2014 and allowed it to be credited to CCR's total.  

Thanks Jeremy!!  Another option is to purchase a personalized brick to be 

placed in the walkways around or inside the main thoroughfare of the museum, 

depending on which type of brick.  The options are several and please let me 

know if you contribute in one of these ways so that your donation can be credit-

ed to CCR with certainty. 

 

The Museum provides an incredible value and creative experiences for the Corvette faithful.  

Please do your part to assure that the NCM will never become just another memory of what once 

was but is no more.   

 



CORVETTE RACING AT 24 HOURS OF LE 
MANS: Briscoe, Taylor Round Out Driver 
Lineups  
Two Corvette C7.Rs for Corvette Racing's 16th straight appearance 
 Briscoe teaming with Rolex 24 co-winners Garcia, Magnussen 
 Taylor to drive with Gavin-Milner pairing for first time 
 Seven class victories in 15 previous Le Mans starts for Corvette Racing 
 
DETROIT - Fresh off a first- and third-place finish in the Rolex 24 At Daytona, Corvette Racing con-
firmed its lineup for the 83rd running of the 24 Hours of Le Mans. Two familiar faces will join Cor-
vette Racing for its attempt at an eighth class victory since 2001 - Ryan Briscoe and Jordan Taylor. 

Briscoe will reunite with Antonio Garcia and Jan Magnussen in the No. 63 Chevrolet Corvette C7.R 
for the world-famous endurance sports car race set for June 13-14. The same driver lineup just won 
the GT Le Mans (GTLM) class at the Rolex 24 Hours to open the TUDOR United SportsCar Cham-
pionship. Taylor, who drove in the 24 Hours of Le Mans the last three years in the No. 73 Corvette, 
will team this year with Oliver Gavin and Tommy Milner for the first time in the No. 64 Corvette. 

Both Corvettes will compete in the GTE Pro class at Le Mans - the equivalent of the GTLM class in 
the TUDOR Championship. 

"Le Mans is the biggest challenge an endurance sports car driver or team can face," said Mark Kent, 
Director of Racing for Chevrolet. "Over the 15 years that Corvette Racing has been an annual partic-
ipant at Le Mans, we have captured seven class victories. Winning at Le Mans requires not only a 
great race car like the Corvette C7.R and outstanding drivers, but also great execution by the entire 
team. In addition to victories, another measure of our success at Le Mans includes the lessons we 
learn by competing in this grueling race and how we transfer these learnings to our production vehi-
cles. The Corvette C7.R and Corvette Z06 are perfect examples of technology transfer between the 
race track and the Chevrolet showroom." 

In the 2014 Le Mans debut for the Corvette C7.R, both cars placed in the top-four in GTE Pro. Gar-
cia, Magnussen and Taylor were runners-up in the No. 73 car while the No. 74 Corvette placed 
fourth.            

Continued on next page…... 
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Continued….. 

Corvette Racing's six drivers have a combined 12 victories at Le Mans - four each for Gavin and 
Magnussen, three for Garcia and one for Milner. The group of six has 49 Le Mans starts between 
them: Magnussen 16 and Gavin 14 (all consecutive starts for both), Garcia with nine, Milner with six, 
Taylor with three and Briscoe with one. 

"The 24 Hours of Le Mans with competitors from across the globe is one of the most important races 
of the year for Corvette Racing," said Jim Campbell, Chevrolet Vice President for Performance Vehi-
cles and Motorsports. "Our team has been preparing the C7.R race cars for the past 12 months, fo-
cused on delivering the right combination of performance, durability and efficiency for this iconic 
sports car race." 

RYAN BRISCOE, NO. 63 CHEVROLET CORVETTE C7.R 

(Does winning at Daytona give more confidence for Le Mans?) "Winning at Daytona was a big 
accomplishment for the entire team. We've shown how well the Corvette C7.R and team can per-
form over the course of a 24-hour race. That's a big confidence booster heading into such a prestig-
ious event. I'm honored to race Le Mans with Corvette Racing, and I'm thrilled and excited about the 
opportunity we have to win the race." 
(Using past experience) "As the third driver I know I need to be smooth, fast and consistent. I'm 
comfortable enough in the car to keep a good pace and keep us in contention. A lot can happen in 
the race. Weather seems to always play a part. The year I did the race, I spent a lot of it on slick 
tires in rain and drying conditions and anything you could ask for. For one year of experience, I felt 
like everything was thrown at me. Hopefully there won't be too many surprises going back there for 
a second time." 

JORDAN TAYLOR, NO. 64 CHEVROLET CORVETTE C7.R 

(Moving to the No. 64 Corvette) "I've driven with Tommy twice - once in the WEC at COTA and in 
the Watkins Glen Six Hours where we finished second together. So I've known him for awhile. And 
Olly is one of the guys who helped me get into Corvette Racing to begin with after I raced with him 
in a Camaro in GRAND-AM GT. I know both guys really well. We may have been in different cars in 
the past, but at Corvette Racing it's one team and one goal to win. All the drivers are always working 
with each other. Another plus is that they're a bit taller than Jan and Antonio, so I'll fit in the car a lit-
tle bit better! That will be nice, especially for 24 hours! But obviously both Tommy and Oliver have 
won a lot of races and a lot of championships so I'm looking forward to it." 
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The Difference Between Remanufactured and Rebuilt Compo-
nents 
Picking Parts - Technically Speaking—Pulled from Super Chevy website 

Q: Hello Vette technical department. My name is Charles and I have a question regarding 
my 1976 Corvette, which is a daily driver. My engine is tired and starting to burn oil. I am not 
interested in keeping the car original and I just enjoy using the vehicle for an everyday driv-
er with some cool styling. I am looking at a company that sells remanufactured engines and 
a competitor that sells rebuilt engines. I think remanufactured or rebuilt means the same 
thing. There is quite a price difference between the two engines so I want to make sure that 
I am not comparing apples and oranges. If you have any other recommendations please let 
me know. Hoping to be back on the road soon. Thanks. 
Charles 
St. Louis 
 
A: This is a good question and one I get a lot when readers are faced with a major auto repair such 
as an engine, transmission, or differential replacement. To make an educated decision you will 
need to be able to identify the differences between a remanufactured and a rebuilt part. 
 
Yes, there is a difference and many people confuse remanufactured products with rebuilt ones, 
and some people assume that a used product will be a viable replacement alternative to their failed 
engine, transmission, differential, or other component. 
 
Whatever the term you use for the part you’re having replaced in your vehicle, you should make 
sure that you’re getting the exact part you’re expecting. Now let’s identify the differences between 
remanufactured and rebuilt components: 
 
Remanufactured Components  
To remanufacture means to make the part as close to new as possible. A remanufactured part is 
one that has been completely manufactured to the standard of a new part. If the part has wearable 
components, those are automatically replaced. All core material is closely inspected and checked 
against original equipment specifications for correct dimensional tolerances. Most replacement 
parts are new or inspected used parts. If new, the parts should be made in the same production 
processes as original equipment and testing should be performed to manufacturer specifications 
and original production standards. If used, the part should be cleaned and inspected for any wear, 
stress cracks, or and other defects before it is used. 
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On a remanufactured engine the mechanical tolerances should be restored either by re-machining 
or by installing the necessary inserts to restore the unit to its original mechanical tolerances. Either 
way, the engine should meet the standard for OEM tolerances, durability, and quality. 
 
New pistons, connecting rods, rings, bearings, camshafts, lifters, and oil pump should be installed. 
All related bearing surfaces are restored and the upper half of the engine—such as the cylinder 
heads—should be rebuilt. Usually the only component from the old engine that is used is the block. 
This part should only be reused if it is in rebuildable condition. 
 
These same rules should apply to other remanufactured auto parts, whatever they may be. You 
will find that remanufactured auto parts usually carry a longer warranty than rebuilt parts. 
 

Rebuilt Components 
To rebuild is to recondition a part by cleaning, inspecting, and replacing only worn or broken parts. 
Serviceable parts are reused if they fit within the manufacturer’s acceptable wear limits. The quality 
of rebuilt components varies from one rebuilder to another and many only come with a limited war-
ranty. 
 
Before rebuilding, all of the components within the unit are equally worn. After rebuilding, some of 
the components could be new, some could be from a different used unit, and some of the compo-
nents could be original. The thing to remember is that the “used” components may still function 
properly and do not need replacing, but they are still worn to some degree. 
 
There are other factors that can cause wear so as not to be visible to the human eye, such as heat 
stress and cracks. Consequently, this could cause other problems with the part, resulting in prema-
ture failure. There have been many instances where I personally have installed up to three rebuilt 
engines before getting one that actually worked correctly. This is even more common on rebuilt 
electrical parts. 
 
This brings us to another term that is sometimes misunderstood: “core.” This is when you ex-
change your broken part for one that has already been rebuilt. A core for a rebuilt part such as an 
engine may also be referred to as the casting. 
 
For example, if an engine is rebuilt, maybe just the bearings and piston rings needed to be re-
placed. So the original crankshaft, pistons, and connecting rods were still in good shape and would 
be reused instead of using new or ones. The final result will usually save the customer money up 
front. Just remember this rebuilt part is just that and may fail sooner than a new part would. So if 
you don’t mind possibly changing the part out several times if there is a problem and want to save 
a few dollars, this could be the part for you. 
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Used Engines, Transmissions, and Differentials 
Used components are pulled directly from a vehicle, normally from a salvage yard unit. In some 
cases the part has not been tested and the surface may not have been cleaned, unless you count 
being rained on as a cleaning cycle. 
 
There is generally no quality control for salvage yard parts. There are no provisions for disassem-
bly, internal cleaning, or inspection with a used part. You don’t know what you are getting. Used or 
junkyard parts may have high mileage and the vehicle they came off of may have a poor mainte-
nance history. Some used or salvage yard parts come from a vehicle that was involved in an acci-
dent and may have unseen damage. 
 
There are some things you can do to try to ensure you are getting the best quality used part availa-
ble. When selecting a salvage yard from which to purchase a used auto part, look the place over. 
Is the yard clean and well organized? What kind of cars does the salvage yard have in its invento-
ry? Are the vehicles in the salvage yard totaled vehicles? Are the cars old clunkers open to the en-
vironment? Have the parts been removed from the vehicle and stored in a shelter, protected from 
the elements? Or are they just lying in the weeds? You do not want to purchase delicate electrical 
components that have been lying out in the weather and then picked up off the ground and sold to 
you. 
 
Some salvage yards run the vehicles if possible when they come into the yard and then remove 
parts that they do not want exposed to the elements and inventory them in an organized dry stor-
age building on the premises, with everything neatly stacked and categorized. 
 
There are many respected salvage yards that take pride in their businesses and in serving their 
customers. This kind of salvage yard is especially careful when buying certain used auto parts, 
specifically engines, transmissions, differentials, and, in particular, electrical parts. 
 
If you are looking for a hard to find part for your Corvette some salvage yards use computer sys-
tems to cross reference parts with a network of salvage yards across the region or even the nation. 
 
You may find that vehicles of the same make and model share common parts failures, this is espe-
cially true with electrical parts. If you purchase a used electrical part it probably will have a limited 
life before it fails as well. Another thing to remember when selecting a salvage yard part is to ask 
about a warranty and return policy. 
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So What Part Should You Choose? 
One of the first things to consider when selecting a rebuilt, remanufactured, or used part is to de-
termine how hard it is to replace the part. How willing would you be to replace a particular part mul-
tiple times? For example, you will only want to replace the engine once because it is a labor inten-
sive job. Purchase the best part available so you will only need to perform the job once. If you are 
replacing a mass air flow sensor you may want to save a few dollars and if the part fails it’s not 
hard to replace. 
 
Another factor to consider when purchasing your part is to first determine exactly what plans you 
have in mind for your vehicle. Do you plan on keeping the vehicle long term or do you need a part 
to get you by until you can sell the vehicle or raise the funds to repair the vehicle correctly? 
 
I also like to deal with a local vendor instead of purchasing parts off of the Internet. I have had 
good luck with Internet vendors standing behind their parts, but the downtime of the vehicle during 
shipping sometimes is an inconvenience. If time is not a factor sometimes the Internet can save 
you money. Just remember that when selecting an Internet vendor to ask about the warranty and 
return policy. Also, deal with well-known companies that have good reviews. 
 
Charles, I always use new OEM parts when available. Trust me; it will save you a lot of time and 
headaches in the long term. All these factors come into play to help you make an informed repair 
decision. I hope this helps and good luck with your engine swap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read more: http://www.superchevy.com/how-to/additional-tech/1503-the-difference-between-remanufactured-

and-rebuilt-components/#ixzz3TATtsWY0  

Follow us: @SuperChevy on Twitter | SuperChevyMag on Facebook  



Page 28 March 2015 

The CCR Store 



Page 29 March 2015 


